                                       HOW FAST HAS THE TIME PASSED!

There were 14 children in the family of Mireille Mathieu. But the most beautiful and the most prominent of them does not have a child of her own... 

· You perform abroad more often than in Your own country. Just like the French soccer-players.

· Yes, but unlike the soccer-players, I go on tour and I always return. By the way, I am a smart fan and I try not to miss any match of our national team. And also I am fond of  „Formula-1“ race. My favourite pilot is Michael Schumacher, and the brand of „Mercedes“.

· Do You drive a car yourself?

· No, I have my own driver. I live in the silent region of Paris called Neuilly, and the traffic in the downtown of Paris is very tense, congestions are frequent. I can‘t bring myself to drive a car.       

· If You could start everything anew, what would change in Your life?

· I would not change anything. You should learn from mistakes, and you can draw positive conclusions even from the most negative experience.   

· Do You remember Your arrival to Paris?
· Yes, I do, very well, as if it happened just yesterday. It was November 21st 1965. I was standing in the railway station with a huge trunk and very few things in it. Such a modest provincial speaking with a southern accent. My parents advised: „By no means, don‘t get acquainted with men.“ And all the way long I was afraid of lifting my eyes. I was captivated and frightened by Paris. I hardly found the place where the record should occur.  There was such a telecast – „The Game of  Chance“. I noticed cameras turned to me and I thought: „My God, everybody will see me. Both my father with my mother and my neighbours...“ I won this competition, and then was the performance at the „Olympia“ musichall where I was singing together with Sacha Distel, the chansonnier. He presented me to the audience, and I was shy of speaking because of my accent. I sang only. Afterwards my career started developing very quickly. When I began singing, my youngest sister was one year old. And now she has her adult children. How fast has the time passed!
· Were You an obedient daughter?

·  Our family was big. Besides me, there were six sisters and seven brothers. They were interchanging: a girl – a boy. I was still lucky because when I was small, parents used to take me to the opera house. Then, as there were many of us already, we were listening to opera by radio. Father‘s word was a law. At 9 p.m. everybody had to lie in his bed and sleep. This was how we were educated. And for me it was normal. Of course, I did not like something but this was not discussed. Everybody of us had his duties. Somebody went shopping, somebody swept at home, somebody helped in the kitchen. 

· What were You doing?

· I was washing dishes and working at the factory together with my sister Matit. Early in the morning we used to sit on our bicycles and drive to the factory which produced envelopes. The host was a terrible miser and he wished to deduct from salaries due to small faults like being late at work. But try not be late if the shift began at 5 o‘clock in the morning. When the shift was over, we were walking around for a whole hour looking for our bicycles among hundreds of others. Then I worked as an educator at the children camp – anyway, I had good experience of communicating with my younger sisters and brothers.

· And then You started appearing on the stage?

· I was lucky to work with the impressario Johnny Stark. After my parents, he was the closest person for me. But it was not easy with him. He praised me extremely seldom, and he always indicated my drawbacks. I cried. And then I did as he said. Johnny taught me foreign languages and good manners. I benefited by this when I started going abroad. To England, to Queen Elizabeth. In America I met Tom Jones, Elvis Presley. I was with Johnny until the end of his life. His death – my pain. 

· Are You superstitious?

· When I was fourteen, I was stopped by the wizard who forecasted my future. I laughed but everything came true. Lines on my palm make up a star. During my concerts there is always a small cross on my neck. Besides, I have talismans. For example, the 4-coloured brooch-clover. But as I believe in God, I understand that I should not be superstitious.       
· Have You met the Pope?

· Yes, I have met him several times. Once he welcomed me together with my mother and my sister and he presented a rosary for us. He kissed my mother twice. The Pope is an extraordinary man and simple at the same time. He looks tired but he is surrounded by unusual aura. His appearance causes general triumph.

· Do You attend church?

· Yes, but not every Sunday. When I am in Paris, I go to church on Saturdays. And when I go on tour, I leave money specially for a person who puts candles in the honour of St. Rita on my behalf. I respect this Saint very much. I go to Avignon cemetery to visit my father. He was a stonecutter and he has made a stone memorial for our whole family. This is such an impressive building, like a hostel, for every member of our family. My grandmother and my grandfather are already buried there together with my father.
· When You feel sad, how do You overcome this? 
· I listen to music. My taste is versatile. I love classics – Vivaldi, Bethoven, I love Jacques Brel – I sing some of his songs, „Pink Floyd“, Queen“. Everything depends upon my mood. From the French I like Francis Cabrel the most. 
· And do You have domestic animals?

· No, I am on tour often. But my mother has six cats, not counting those paying a visit to her. She feeds all unlucky and homeless cats. I like animals and I can‘t imagine how one can treat them bad. 

· Earlier You lived with Your aunt Irene, now – with Your sister Matit. Would You be able to live alone?

· No, I wouldn‘t.

· And if Your sister marries?

· No, she won‘t marry. She has a friend but she will hardly marry him. Matit knows that I won‘t be able to remain alone. Even when I work at home, presence of somebody from my relatives is necessary for me. Artists are often surrounded by lickspittles. My sister would always tell me the truth – she is my closest friend.

· What happens with You when You go out on the stage?

· When I am recording a disk or going out on the stage, I am agitated just the same like for the first time. I arrive at the theatre four hours before the beginning of the performance. I must get accustomed to the hall even if I know it well. The most remarkable moment is when you go out on the stage and you hear applause of the audience.

· You don‘t smoke. What about alcohol?

· I am from the south of France. And there a bottle of wine is not regarded as alcohol. Of course, I don‘t drink in bottles. But I would drink a glass with pleasure. I have a small cellar. I keep white wines of Bordeaux and Alsace there. I suppose, You agree that the red wine from Bordeaux gives the real taste of France. Whereas in Russia, it would be pleasure to drink a small cup of vodka with caviar.
· Can You prepare meal for yourself?

· Of course, if it is necessary. But I am an observer and an assistant more. I can pare off vegetables or cut something.       
· You sing much about love. Is it important in Your life?

· Yes, it is. Love in capital letter is important. It is impossible to live without love. You must have the feeling of being loved. All artists need love – from audience, friends and relatives. But true and faithful friends are exceptionally rare. 

· How do You imagine an ideal man?

· The most important feature of a man is the sense of humour. A man with humour radiates warmth, and this attracts me more than blinding but cold appearance. 

· Is there love in Your life now?

· No, I am not in love at present.

· Have You refused to men offering You their hand and heart?
· Yes, and not a single time.

· Have there been love without an answer in Your life?

· There was a complicated love.

· You decided not to create a family. Don‘t You feel sorry about this?
· No. In order to love somebody, it is not necessary to marry. A human being changes, he becomes more wise. I suppose, with the flow of years love becomes deeper.
· You are the oldest in Your family but the smallest.

· Yes, my height is 153 centimeters. I would not be engaged as mannequin. What didn‘t I try – I was playing voley-ball, hanging on a bar until exhaustion but I did not grow up not for a centimeter. Only high-heeled shoes help.
· Your foot is very small. What number of shoes do You wear?

· Thirty third. I order shoes at Rene Manchini. He produces foot-wear for the Chanel House.
· Haven‘t You wished to change anything in Your appearance?

· Who is happy with his appearance? I find many drawbacks of myself. But each time when I visit Lourdes (a small town in the south of France famous for its sacred places), I receive a lesson of reconciliation. When You see ill people or invalids around, You realize that it is a sin to complain ...

· Not a single girl had said good-bye to her plait in order to be similar to Mireille Mathieu. Haven‘t You wished to change Your coiffure?

· Once only my fringe was taken off and a modern coiffure was done. I looked well but that was not me. I looked at the mirror and I did not recognize myself.
· How do You evaluate aesthetic surgery, modern nowadays?

· There was no need for its help so-far. But I don‘t want to look too far in the future. Artists always are as if on a palm, and due to respect for the audience you  should look perfect. I suppose that if you care about your appearance, extreme measures won‘t be necessary. Correct diet plays a big role. Heredity is important. Sleep is very important. I sleep 10 hours a day.

· Earlier You were dressed by Cardin, now – by Lacroix. What is the reason?

· I wished to change style. We have common roots with Lacroix, we are both from the South. I am delighted with his works. They spread courage and femininity. He combines tissues wisely, uses knittings, rich and clear colours. I admire this designer.       

· There are many sevens in Your life – 37th year of career, 37th album, You give concerts at Olympia for the 7th time...

· I know that it is a Bible number. It means, everything will be going on well.                      

                                            (Translated into English by Andrius Shimkus)
